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Water spaces are often subject to complex management
structures owing to the technical nature of managing water
quality and boat navigation. Yet water also de nes and adds
signi cant public value to places, usually unifying chains of
public space under diverse ownerships. This research sets
out options for managing water and waterside public spaces
that are under mixed ownership to enable public enjoyment
and use. The Royal Docks in London and the Copenhagen
Harbour are used as case studies to better understand what

tools are available for local authorities to enable vibrant public

spaces. The Royal Docks is comprised of 5km? of water
space and hosts large events such as triathlons and speed-
boat races throughout the year. However, as signi cant
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housing developments surrounding the water begin to come
forward, the focus is shifting towards how the area might
provide public enjoyment on a daily basis as an urban park.
The GLA and London Borough of Newham have formed a
joint delivery team to guide the regeneration of the area,
including how the water might best be utilised as a public
asset. By using Copenhagen as a counterpoint, lessons can
be learned on how to manage and change public percep-
tions. Alongside the case studies, the research also delves
into the regulations and legislation that governs publicly
accessible spaces. In doing so, it aims to make the govern-
ance of spaces more transparent.

@PRACTICEPUBLIC




