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The term �meanwhile use� broadly de�nes a temporary 
project that re-animates vacant, derelict, or unused space, 
however the nature of this temporality is ill-de�ned. The term 
�meanwhile� encompasses projects with lifespans that vary 
from several weeks to several years, as well as projects with 
vastly disparate aims, objectives, and philosophies. Some 
�meanwhile-use� projects have gone on to achieve considera-
ble commercial success with questionable community bene-
�t, while others have been unable to sustain themselves 
commercially while being effective in engaging, and perhaps 
even empowering local community groups. The breadth and 
malleability of meanwhile use has recently meant their adop-
tion into long-term strategic frameworks for many local 
authorities. Increasingly, temporary projects are used as 

precursors to larger scale development, as methods of miti-
gating the negative effects of town centre vacancies, and as 
ways to engage local imagination and invite positive external 
attention. However, both the apparent success and perceived 
failure of meanwhile use throws into question the value and 
implication of their temporariness. What are the long-term 
bene�ts of short-term commercial spaces? What are the 
impacts of taking away what temporary public realm 
provides? Through a number of interviews, case studies, and 
workshops, this research project looks more closely at the 
legacy of meanwhile use projects and speci�cally their 
capacity as a tool for local authorities to meaningfully engage 
with communities and create lasting socio-economic impacts.


